1995:  The  J  J  Foods  Strike 

On  October  J  .at  95.  lorry  five  werkas  at  JJ  ,L  ast  J.'ood  Lbsmbutuan  Ltd.  hi  Tottenham  were 
sacked  tor  join  m3  'be*  j'&Ch 

JJ  FOODS  STRIKI 

The  conditiouM  al  iJie  plan.  were  uppAUnu:  worker*  were  pu..i:m  in  60-70  hours  per  ^"eek  Lhi 
<i  piiLtJJts  villi  no  overtime,  nick  or  JwliJny  pay.  Drives  s  v.'trt  evueoleJ  u>  pay  foe  y::y 
■■arkiny  finer  nr  eriiintcrtbit  mnnoy  they  wer;  givLTi  oui  of  their  n-wr  pockets.  The  nackuct 

ICiVtlcry-'i  inilVirtdi/ilftK- ^fi1hi*i-rtil  milihltf  Thrt  t:  f-Uirv  I :  ■  "hire1  4  pifVei  jifid  w.-cirV1  ill  I  si  rltW"  by  h  rad 

:.-.Ligs  ivi-ldm^r  iticki  and.  knives.  Lhrce  workers  were  .-jospilabscd  Support  was  called  for 
and  daily  pickets  bewail  1®  take  place  nr  cl;  mu  ant  side  the  iaclory.  Strikers  were  joined.  by 
^uppuilei s  i‘o  ■  l!ic  t’rilin  P.lvicIi  C.u  Uic,  Hai  Soliriar ily  ( i  ip.p  iitd  various  Tiert 
orjumiky  ..ioijs  Picks  Is  were  hen  ..y  policed  ,uid  .LsTSG  were  pre^eni  in  i:u  jio  huiribsrs. 
Pickers  were  confined  behnd.  p-nliec  haiTicndcs  thr  rnad  and  nr  a  hill  aly.ive  the 

mvCTjKTt,  as  tar  from  rlic  ^ab-:  as.  pc- ssiblc.  Anyone  Trying  to  picket  the  aetur.  ynahs 
eoCiiLice  was  ustnediritely  threatened  wilh  aired,  A  iipporl  gi»Lip  wot  LeL  up,  wiid  a  Alike 
bulletin  produced.  t  he  heavy  present;  e  ofSV/F  and  otrh“i  tret  pnonpe  be  can  tc  wane  atlear  the 
lirst  line;-  weeks  a?th;  H-uikcis  ni.nL;-  ii  clear  llrsL  they  didn'i  wart  Lheic  fi^l»L  luiiicd  ii  ic  ;i 
^lorif  ed  papci  jA1c$  pilch,  and  the  suppa  I  i^i  c-up  w  a.s  led  in  ljf  hamts  oi  il»C  suikcis. 
IlariiLLrey  Sjlidarijly  Gruup  and  Ltie  CuJiu  Rowell  Cetike. 

The  nhi^-‘  ;ilsi>  j:i  ilknl  l ji.i  .  as  llw-y  vs-nted  fiick  ci  $  in  ihc  afrcriifiivns  jenn^ifM-cily 

ineffective  ns  -n  JJ  the  workers  are-  out  di;  deliveries  utter  yarn)  on  the  u  rounds  tLua  dawn 

I'lCk;!:-.  ■.'.Lie  i  liji  iCCi'i  mS  duC  Ui  ihc  Iftck  1  rl  111', III  ! 

'3  he  tnppLct  croup  a. so  decided  to  p  icket  J  J  b'oeds  outlets;  the  or. inn  of  Jenny's  Uniper 
osIhui  jjiLs  l.'.iiiu  Ihc  main  La.iy,u  J ^ line's  x  a  ii  iii;l  .sc  ■. 'I  .  J  Fnods  is i ie I  pickax  weiu 
c-i^aiiiscc  sdLs-.diJlcii.iu  hraiiL-h  each  nvi-ek.  T1hi-v  u-cic  Isii^clv  s.itccsf-lljl,  ims-Ll-K  j^iiniri^ 
wsiLpixs  iiLC  ^ufNpurt  ."tj::l  workers:  ututi  e^eti  .liiliLiijie.T:  wbu  were  shocked  by  Lhe  ucLiui.t:  o.f  JJ't 
and  why  prom  hied  to  cnmylain  fej  Mu  ■rtark  Km  mi  I,  .1.1  hos-t. 

Support  within  the  Kurcish  untl  1'u.rk.Lih  communit  ies  fP'ew  and  by  Uecember  JiaLiu.  was 
I  ncl  ii  i  u-.  the  pressure  fuirl  a^icccl  (l>  c.ilcr  into  iie.^nl  ial  id  :s  wiLh  lJic  workers. 

The  pickets  were  called  oJl  on  tire  L  Ith  .  J^tli  iind  1 151  h  Dec  ember  as  a  pycdwilJ  pesture  wv.ile 
_a Iks  with  At  AS  UKik  plitcc. 

Kimr'  turned  up  on  the  Tirst  day.  suyitijr  he  was  happy  to  negotiate,  bur  that  h  t  lire  wt.s  under 
''■i-L'-iU  -tmllcniriu  s  iT.diOid  lh.-  l3h'K  Flc  h^rl  Ki"i<ly-  i  ht els.  -lv il h  him  and  lv«;  wcarinf;  a  Li  id 
".h?Olrjm,koll  tjnl  thp  SCCPIVl  (liiy  he  nJl.ifr'iCil  ahil  rncl  40  tEc taldrS  OuSsiilc  Ihc  liilks  He 
cemnndsii  po-lLce  protection  iind  disappeared  wirh  the  pohe-s. 

A  Lj.iosl  otTicial  wenl  tu  Jie  police  ^ilill5:l  ittid  jftkiag^d  to  lulU  to  IiLil:  Jie  au  .eJ  2lc  v.  jt 
nappy  to  re -employ  the  mj|oiMy  of  sacked  vvotkers  l>at  that  re  wantec.  to  ce  Jeuit  unc.1  would 
ceil  lJic  Nl  nui'riljcis  ol  nll  An rkcis.  He  saiLl  1»;  ^n„'dnr;  onitliiiue  L;u  _ i if ?lc- v  die  f-eah  lahunr 
as  they  'tie  jaouo".  Cluwever  Jle  wuyikl  nu.  ttikt  buck  4he  most  waive  of  .J.-e  slrJ:ert.  who 
jut!  jaippetied  to  be  Kl.i  ;..sI:l:  u.LI  lliose  he  was  pruixjsiuy.  .  _■  ne-ettipluy  were  TuckisL 

Obviously  1  ha-4  '.i- ns.  not  jHcrc.pl ? hV  HriiJ  Ivc  ilrikcrs.  :irv  '-oklirij  Li i.i I  for  ilic  iv ins IjHle-rirri:  nf  nil 
siiicked  wal  kers,  as  well  as  :hear  other  demands;  wll  worksis  tu  have  contracts  and  be  :n  the 
.ink.ui:  lolids1.;,,  (."Kiv.  sick  fi.iv:  »io  innitcv  t(i  h;  pH  id  by -Ji  ivpis  opC  (jI  thcii  Cv/ri  yjccL^ls:  itvo 
^LiLLS  lo  be  itnioduoesc  in  die  fitters  wJie:e  die  Lsfhpsfnnife  is  3  J  decrees 


1995:  The  JJ  Foods  Strike 


On  October  31st  95,  forty  five  workers  at  JJ  Fast  Food  Distribution  Ltd.  in 
Tottenham  were  sacked  for  joining  the  T&G. 

JJ  FOODS  STRIKE 

The  conditions  at  the  plant  were  appalling;  workers  were  putting  in  60-70  hours 
per  week  for  a  pittance  with  no  overtime,  sick  or  holiday  pay.  Drivers  were 
expected  to  pay  for  any  parking  fines  or  counterfeit  money  they  were  given  out 
of  their  own  pockets.  The  sacked  workers  immediately  gathered  outside  the 
factory  to  form  a  picket  and  were  attacked  by  hired  thugs  wielding  sticks  and 
knives.  Three  workers  were  hospitalised.  Support  was  called  for  and  daily 
pickets  began  to  take  place  at  dawn  outside  the  factory.  Strikers  were  joined  by 
supporters  from  the  Colin  Roach  Centre,  Haringey  Solidarity  Group  and  various 
Trot  organisations.  Pickets  were  heavily  policed  and  the  TSG  were  present  in 
large  numbers. 

Pickets  were  confined  behind  police  barricades  across  the  road  and  on  a  hill 
above  the  pavement,  as  far  from  the  scabs  as  possible.  Anyone  trying  to  picket 
the  actual  goods  entrance  was  immediately  threatened  with  arrest.  A  support 
group  was  set  up,  and  a  strike  bulletin  produced.  The  heavy  presence  of  SWP 
and  other  trot  groups  began  to  wane  after  the  first  three  weeks  as  the  strikers 
made  it  clear  that  they  didn't  want  their  fight  turned  into  a  glorified  paper  sales 
pitch,  and  the  support  group  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  strikers,  Haringey 
Solidarity  Group  and  the  Colin  Roach  Centre. 

The  official  union  also  pulled  out,  as  they  wanted  pickets  in  the  afternoons 
(completely  ineffective  as  all  the  workers  are  out  on  deliveries  after  8am)  on  the 
grounds  that  dawn  pickets  were  dangerous  due  to  the  lack  of  light! 

The  support  group  also  decided  to  picket  JJ  Foods  outlets;  the  chain  of  Jenny's 
Burger  restaurants  being  the  main  target.  Jenny's  is  a  franchise  of  JJ  Foods  and 
pickets  were  organised  at  a  different  branch  each  week.  These  were  largely 
successful,  pickets  gaining  surprising  support  from  workers  and  even  managers 
who  were  shocked  by  the  actions  of  JJ's  and  who  promised  to  complain  to 
Mustafa  Kamil,  JJ's  boss. 

Support  within  the  Kurdish  and  Turkish  communities  grew  and  by  December 


Kamil  was  feeling  the  pressure  and  agreed  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
workers. 

The  pickets  were  called  off  on  the  11th  ,  12th  and  13th  December  as  a  goodwill 
gesture  while  talks  with  AC  AS  took  place. 

Kamil  turned  up  on  the  first  day,  saying  he  was  happy  to  negotiate,  but  that  his 
life  was  under  threat,  muttering  stuff  about  the  PKK.  He  had  body  guards  with 
him  and  was  wearing  a  bullet  proof  jacket!  On  the  second  day,  he  returned  and 
met  40  demonstrators  outside  the  talks.  He  demanded  police  protection  and 
disappeared  with  the  police. 

A  Union  official  went  to  the  police  station  and  managed  to  talk  to  him;  he  stated 
he  was  happy  to  re-employ  the  majority  of  sacked  workers  but  that  he  wanted  to 
go  legit  and  would  need  the  NI  numbers  of  all  workers.  He  said  he  wouldn't 
continue  to  employ  the  scab  labour  as  they  were  "no  good".  However  he  would 
not  take  back  the  most  active  of  the  strikers,  who  just  happened  to  be  Kurdish; 
all  those  he  was  proposing  to  re-employ  were  Turkish. 

Obviously  this  was  not  acceptable  and  the  strikers  are  holding  out  for  the 
reinstatement  of  all  sacked  workers,  as  well  as  their  other  demands;  all  workers 
to  have  contracts  and  be  in  the  union;  holiday  pay;  sick  pay;  no  money  to  be  paid 
by  drivers  out  of  their  own  pockets;  two  shifts  to  be  introduced  in  the  freezers 
where  the  temperature  is  -30  degrees. 

Meanwhile,  the  strikers  have  been  continuing  to  picket  and  have  been  involved 
in  solidarity  work  with  the  Liverpool  Dockers,  and  Hillingdon  Strikers.  They 
have  met  with  Southwark  Labour  Group  to  demand  that  the  Education  Authority 
cease  to  trade  with  JJs,  and  lobbied  Enfield  Education  Authority. 

The  strikers  all  won  their  industrial  tribunals  in  January  and  were  found  to  have 
been  unfairly  dismissed.  Compensation  will  have  to  be  paid  by  Kamil,  who  is 
likely  to  be  made  bankrupt  by  the  decision  (unless  he  transfers  his  assets  to 
Jennys  burgers  chain,  which  has  been  rumoured).  Trade  has  been  very  slow 
during  the  strike,  many  scabs  have  left,  unable  to  cope  with  the  pressure  of  being 
picketed  day  in  and  day  out.  Delivery  vans  are  leaving  the  plant  half  empty,  and 
the  company  has  been  shunned  by  the  local  Turkish  and  Kurdish  communities. 


[b]New  workers  support  group  [/b] 


The  strike  has  been  largely  successful  against  very  heavy  odds,  and  has  forged 
links  between  activists  from  Haringey  Solidarity  Group,  CRC  and  anarchist 
groups  with  Kurdish  and  Turkish  workers  and  activists.  Workers  have  agreed  to 
put  the  compensation  payments  into  a  permanent  workers  support  group  for  fast 
food  and  other  low  paid  workers  in  the  Tottenham  area.  Haringey  Solidarity 
Group  will  be  offering  practical  support  to  get  the  group  going. 

Contact  JJ  Foods  Locked  Out  workers  Support  Group,  c/o  Unwaged  Centre,  72 
West  Green  Road,  London  N15  5NS,  Tel 

0181  802  9804 

[i]This  article  came  from  Black  Flag  #207,  Jan  1995,  which  also  featured  a 
picture  of  the  JJ 

workers  on  the  front  cover.  In  the  end  some  of  the  workers  accepted  a  settlement 
from  the  owner  but  most,  particularly  the  most  militant,  did  not  return  there. [/i] 


